Information Update for the Careers Advisory Panel (Dec 2009)
Meeting on 10 December 2009
The DCSF STEM Careers Awareness Timeline Project

· An interim report on the ‘Timeline’ project has been produced (Lengthening Ladders, Shortening Snakes:  October 2009).  This report includes key findings from work carried out with the schools taking part in the timeline pilot, and from the 5 conferences held during the Spring of 2009.  Members of the Careers Advisory Panel should have received a hard copy of the report, which is also available online at http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/cei    Anyone requiring further copies, please contact Peter Stagg at peterstaggcei@hotmail.com 

· Following the first phase of the pupil attitude survey, a report on the national findings is ready for printing, and this will be available for the ASE National Conference ( and more widely), from January 2010.  
· The DCSF has commissioned some further analysis of the attitude survey data, focusing on:

· Comparison of schools with higher than average BME populations with the rest of the data set

· Comparison of schools with higher than average proportions of pupils with free school meals with the rest of the data set

· Comparison of a single sex boys school with a matched single sex girls school

· Comparison of schools with engineering specialist status (3) with 3 other matched schools

The results of this should be available in time for the ASE National Conference, and a further report will follow.

· There will be a joint research seminar taking place on Tuesday 19 January 2010 at CSE, Sheffield Hallam University, where partners in the STEM Subject Choice and Careers programme can present findings, share information, and discuss options for further development.

· A meeting of the team of mentors working with schools participating in the ‘timeline’ pilot project took place on Tuesday 17 November.   This meeting reviewed the current position in relation to the development of ‘timelines’, and discussed future strategy for this part of the project.  The current position shows that schools are producing timelines which have not developed beyond the stage of ‘mapping’ their activities.  Whilst this is an essential step in the process, and shows useful progress, we feel we need to help schools develop this further to produce more sophisticated timelines, showing clearer rationale and progression in career learning.  The team is considering development of some materials and resources to assist school planning in this process.
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