AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING TIMELINES
www.engineering-timelines.com
Engineers have literally shaped Britain – tunneled through tracts of earth and stone, piled up embankments, walled in the sea, bridged treacherous currents and built cities up to the skies.

The determination, brilliance and foolhardiness of these achievers, testified by the scale and visibility of their accomplishments, make compelling stories. Recent television series such as Great Britons, Seven Wonders of the Industrial World, and What the Romans did for Us have captured the public imagination, in part because they link the activities of historical figures like Brunel, Stephenson, Telford and their lesser-known predecessors to the world we see around us every day.

www.engineering-timelines.com seeks to put this extraordinary heritage at your fingertips.
WHAT ARE ENGINEERING TIMELINES? 

Using maps of the British Isles, www.engineering-timelines.com enables you to explore centuries of British engineering endeavour, from the giant steel web of the London Eye to the massive upended blocks of Stonehenge. 

It is a fully interactive website, fun to use and rich in the kind of engineering detail rarely found in more general historical accounts. Uniquely, it’s based on a concept that allows you to uncover intriguing connections and coincidences of time and place in the history of engineering. We’ve named this concept the timeline.

Visitors are invited to create their own trail using the large and growing database of extant works and significant events in British engineering, right up to the present day. The site is designed to enable an enormous variety of searches for data, from simple keyword requests to complex combinations of criteria. Results are displayed as dots on a coloured map, laid out in an exercise-book format. Clicking on any dot or name accesses a short, authoritative and often illustrated text about the work, event, or memorial it represents.

This trail of dots, crossing the landscape through the eras, is the timeline. It sounds simple, and it’s meant to be – but one experience of using the site is enough to show how compulsively clickable it is.

WHERE IT CAME FROM

The concept and inspiration came from Mark Whitby, founding director of whitbybird engineers and a passionate advocate for the dissemination of knowledge about the profession. Initially the site was created for engineering and local history enthusiasts. Very quickly its creators became fascinated with the site’s potential to contribute to engineering education at both secondary and post-secondary level. Input from educationalists and historians led to additions that broadened the scope of the site, particularly with the requirements of students in mind.
We have worked closely with the ICE to translate the findings of the PHEW archive into a web-friendly format that reaches a wide audience. Recently we received an R and D grant from the ICE to further develop the PHEW record, investigating historical engineering works across Lancashire.

Our work is supported by London Metropolitan Archives, the Newcomen Society, and the online division of English Heritage, Images of England. Recently we have developed educational outreach project in association with the Specialist Schools Trust. For “A Place to Remember” secondary school students will produce projects on the built environment; winning entries will appear on Engineering Timelines. Heritage Lottery has given us a grant to develop an educational project on the bridges of London. As a result of these achievements, we received an overwhelmingly positive endorsement from the National Grid for Learning, who showcased us on their site as an exemplary educational resource.
WHERE IT’S GOING

Our response from the educational community has been so enthusiastic we have decided to establish an entirely new wing of the site designed specifically for schools use. This wing will contain biographies of engineers and profiles of different types of structures (bridges, tunnels, amusement structures, etc).  We will also present a series of interactive web narratives, known as the “How To” series, that guide users through the construction of notable engineering works, both contemporary and historic. Our first project “How to fly” was launched in February 2006and is soon to be followed by projects on Stonehenge and the Channel Tunnel. 
Each new project is linked back into the database of existing entries to create a seamless learning experience:  rich in detail, full of fascinating insights into the people and structures that have shaped our lives. 
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