Key Diploma messages for DDPs
On 7 June the new Government announced that the final three Diplomas in Humanities, Science and Languages, originally scheduled for first teaching in September 2011, will be stopped. They will not be taught in maintained schools and colleges.  This announcement does not affect Phase 1-3 Diplomas.
The Department set out details of its contribution to the £6bn savings across Government on 7 June (through the Secretary of State’s letter to Ed Balls MP).  This included £60m savings across the 14-19 programme.  This £60m includes savings on further development and delivery of all Diploma lines, including the winding down of Phase 1-3 DDPs before the end of September.

DDP funding

Why stop the work of the Diploma Development Partnerships (DDPs)?

The DDPs were set up to develop the Diploma qualifications.  All of the first 14 Diplomas have been developed and will be taught from September 2010 so the DDPs have achieved what they were set up to do.  It is not the role of the Department to support or promote one qualification over another.
Is this a reflection on the performance of the DDP or the SSC?

No – this in no way reflects on the performance or the reputation of the DDP or the Sector Skills Council.  It reflects a general move by this Government to withdraw intervention from qualifications development and support.
What work should DDPs stop immediately?  What can carry on until September?
Since Government does not wish to promote one qualification over another, DDPs need to cease immediately all publicity and promotion work for the Diploma.  However, helping admissions tutors in Higher Education to understand the knowledge and skills that a Diploma learner would bring with them to Higher Education is providing necessary information and can continue.  Working with employers so that they understand the Diploma and to enable them to respond should a school approach them to engage for example with work experience could also continue.
Future of the Diploma

Does this mean the Government no longer supports Diplomas?

Not at all. There are 14 Diploma subjects at three levels (Foundation, Higher and Advanced) available from this September.  However, it is not the role of Government to promote particular qualifications over others.  These announcements do not affect existing Diploma learners or those starting Diploma courses in September.

Will the Diploma have currency in five years time?  Should we still recommend it to parents/learners/schools when we don’t know whether it will continue to exist?
Qualifications take a long time to establish their currency. Employers and universities will soon be able to judge for themselves whether the Diploma is a rigorous and demanding qualification as they gain more experience of Diploma students. This will be important in establishing the currency of the Diploma.

Young people currently studying for a Diploma or thinking about starting a Diploma this year should be reassured that their Diploma will continue.  Ministers will, of course, keep the Diploma under review as part of their work to improve the quality of vocational education, as set out in the Coalition Agreement.
What about learners planning to start one of the Phase 3 (or any of the) diplomas which are being taught for the first time from September? 

These announcements will not affect current Diploma learners.  The first fourteen Diplomas will continue as planned in September.  The Diploma Formula Grant will continue as planned in 2010/11 with no reduction in funding.  The Local Delivery Support Grant has been reduced and the Department will be writing to local authorities in the next few weeks.

All Diplomas have benefitted from support over the last few years in the build up to the first teaching of these qualifications – including a programme to support the workforce to understand and prepare for the qualifications and resources and guidance.  The Government are now moving away from providing guidance and support from the centre.  
Will the Diploma entitlement continue?

This is one of a number of issues that Ministers are currently considering and we will update as soon as we are able to.

What is happening to Functional Skills?  Is the Government withdrawing funding for promotion of all qualifications?

Functional skills qualifications are now being accredited by Ofqual, and will be required for those doing Diploma qualifications.  The Government will be making an announcement in due course about its longer term qualifications strategy. 
Employer engagement
What do funding cuts say about employer engagement in 14-19 education as a whole?  Is it still important?
We value the contribution that employers have made to the development and delivery of the Diplomas. We expect employers to want to continue to be involved, and we welcome this involvement. 
What is the role of employers in working with schools to teach the Diploma?

Employers can offer work experience placements so that learners on Diplomas can fulfil the ten days work experience requirement.  Locally, it is for schools and local employers, working through Education Business Partnership Organisations, to discuss how employers might be able to offer their knowledge and expertise in supporting a school when it teaches Diplomas.

What is happening to the Diploma Employer Champion Network?  The Education and Employers Taskforce?

Diploma Champions were recruited to promote the Diploma. We greatly value the commitment and the contribution these employers have made. However, in the context of ending government funded support for the Diploma we are looking at their future role. 
The Taskforce will continue as an independent charity. The Secretary of State has said that he wants to preserve the Department’s dialogue with the Taskforce going forward.
Should DDPs continue to work with/encourage employers to be involved in Diploma delivery from September? 
DDPs should continue to work with employers that they are currently engaged with. They would not be expected to proactively approach new employers but can continue to support employers who have expressed an interest in working with schools.
Can DDPs/employers continue to promote the Diploma if funding is found elsewhere?

Employers, Sector Skills Councils, the Education and Employers’ Taskforce and DDPs can of course continue to support the Diploma using their own funding and resources – it is government supported communications and support for the Diploma that will stop.

Workforce
Where will the £14m cuts to the workforce programme come from?

£14m of savings are to be made by reducing centrally funded 14-19 workforce development activity.  This includes:
· ending the field force of Consortium Advisers from the end of August; 
· scaling back the offer of bespoke training to focus on areas where Ministers consider the learner experience may otherwise be at risk, eg Diploma administration.

What are the areas where support will continue to be available?

Support for Diploma awarding this summer will be protected, including centre support from QCDA to ensure all students who deserve a Diploma receive it on time.  Ministers are still considering whether any central support on top of this is appropriate.  It is however clear that we will be looking at a very different level and focus of activity post-August.  We will advise schools of what support may be available from September onwards as soon as we can.  

What is happening to the Local Delivery Support Grant?
A £13.2m savings was announced on 7 June as part of the Department’s savings package, so there will be a reduction to local authorities’ payments (but payments will still be made).  We will get back to LAs as soon as possible with the details of their grants.
