When is the best time to start careers advice? 

Children as young as seven are to be offered careers guidance under a government scheme in England. Is this too early? 

Under the scheme children will be offered career-related learning in a range of areas to raise awareness of what they can achieve. It is hoped this will lay the foundations for them to make good subject choices in secondary schools and inspire them to do well. 

The programme aims to challenge some of the "negative stereotyping" that leads some children from poorer backgrounds to believe that universities and certain careers are out of reach for them. 

Children are also to be offered advice and guidance online on Facebook, YouTube and other social networking sites. 

Is this too young to start getting careers guidance? Should children be concentrating on other areas of their education? Is there enough time in the school day for careers advice sessions? What career advice did you get and when?
http://newsforums.bbc.co.uk/nol/thread.jspa?sortBy=1&forumID=7153&start=0&tstart=0&edition=1&ttl=20091208124705#paginator
A selection of comments from the BBC forum:

I knew I wanted to be an RAF pilot at the age of about 7 and my teachers supported that dream, even though at that stage my gender was rather a barrier to that chosen career! By the time I was old enough my education supported me moving into my chosen career, which was by then open to me, and which I thoroughly enjoyed for many years.
Careers advice doesn't have to be about putting children into boxes or stamping out their dreams but if ambition is there it should be nurtured.

Charles, Hampshire 

Childhood seems such a short time, and by the time children are in their teens they are worrying about GCSE's, A-Levels, career choices, job applications, student loans, and University places. Why can't we let 7 year olds enjoy being children - they should be out riding their bikes, playing football, swimming, socialising with friends, and in school they should concentrate on the subjects they need to prepare them for later life, - and certainly not on careers advice.

Janet 

Teaching children as young as possible about careers, what each entails, university options etc is a good idea. However, children should not be made to choose a vocation at 7yrs or even 14yrs as this could lead them to reject non-related subjects and consume their minds for years on a future that ultimately may not happen. I have not met anyone who knew prior to 20yrs old what they wanted to do, and in most cases what they wanted to do they couldn’t do!

Jim Taylor, London 
It's good to make 7 year olds aware of what's out there, but not to push them in a specific direction. Different kids develop at different rates. I was good at maths and science aged 7, but in no way do I have the ability to be an engineer. I'm great at foreign languages, which weren't even an option at that age. What a waste it would have been if my teachers had pushed me into multiple sciences where I would have ultimately failed, rather than languages where I gained a 1st class degree.

A-M, Sheffield 

Specific job advice is not appropriate at this stage; however careers advice, raising awareness of the needs of the labour market, what skills are needed to make a success of a career and more importantly raising aspirations is vital. We need to help young people focus on a goal and giving young people that focus makes their studies more relevant. This will help with higher levels of achievement and help reduce levels of disaffection

Colin Dickerson, Hereford 

Surely what is needed for the young is career information not advice. This should be tied in to topics discussed in the classroom. For example, weather forecasts - meteorologists, weather observers, computer operators. Big news item on surgery - surgeons, anaesthetists, nurses, operating room technicians, cleaners, lab staff, professions allied to medicine, therapists etc. Try to give a spectrum from the lead person to all the necessary support staff.

No name, Renfrewshire 

Looking at the responses I don't think many of the posters have read or understood the article, and its very name is misleading. This is not about "pick your subjects now" it's about inspiring children and telling them that they can have the big dreams, and just because they might be coming from a disadvantaged background they can still aim for the job of their dreams, however often it might change.

James Paul, The Chalfonts, United Kingdom 

This issue is just not with careers advice but careers education as a whole which is now not part of a young person’s education. Careers guidance professionals are battling to ensure that in year 11 young people have all the information about post 16 options in their area. If schools played their part and ensured that this information along with learning around employment and work was put in place then Careers Advisers could lay more emphasis on providing Guidance.

Jade Cooper, Manchester 

This is a good idea. In days of old children had male role models. They saw their fathers, grandfathers, uncles’ family friends etc. Today there are a great many children who do not even have a 'working ' role model. Children of both sexes have no idea of what jobs there are. All they see is 'celebrities' on film and T/V or shop workers etc. This is why there are so many media courses as opposed to science classes. Today’s children have no idea what a scientist is or does

John, France 

Better career’s advice in secondary schools would be of more help. Waiting until you choose your options is far too late. Why is it that state schools often curtail your dreams rather than help make them become a reality? Instead of being told you could be a doctor you are told to be a nurse, just as fulfilling but not nearly as well paid. How many private schools suggest being a nanny, hairdresser or factory worker?It’s not just when you receive career’s advice but also the quality of advice

[London-daydreamer] 
